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even a representative of the neutral countries (Scandi-
navian states and Spain) invited to attend on occasion as
an observer.
The conclusions to be drawn from a backward glance
at the war may be summarized in the commonplace
phrase that where there is a will there is a way. Because
there was a will "to win the war" men accepted revo-
lutionary changes which did violence to deep-seated
and long-established traditions of what was " right" or
"wrong," "reasonable" or "unreasonable," "common-
sense " or " nonsense," in national and international
organization.
The emergency of the war educated men at an aston-
ishingly rapid rate, because the lessons were taught
through failures, whose penalty was death.
The war also proved that with the aid of modern
machinery man can undertake the most enormous tasks
of wealth production. The fact that nearly all the
wealth produced in the war was intended, either directly
or indirectly, to destroy wealth does not affect the argu-
ment. The war showed beyond dispute that in the
age-old struggle between Man and Himself, between
the instincts of co-operation and competition, Man is
capable of immense sacrifices of independence in a
worthy cause. What applies to individuals applies also
to sovereign states. National sovereignty was practically
in abeyance in each of the conflicting camps into which
the greater part of the world was divided. It should not
be impossible, given a will to organize the common
good equal to that displayed in promoting^the common
destruction, to induce the nations to make permanent
sacrifices of sovereignty on a world-wide scale.
la addition to the lessons on co-operation to be learned